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The Guidance of Dai Zhen’s Exegetical Thoughts to the Wan School of Natural Philosophy
Xu Lingying
(Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract ; Liang Qichao compared the school of Natural Philosophy in Qing Dynasty with the school of Confucian classics
in Han Dynasty, Buddhism in Sui and Tang Dynasties and Neo Confucianism in Song and Ming Dynasties. The prosperity of
the school of Natural Philosophy in Qing Dynasty, especially that of Wan school, benefited from Dai Zhen’s creation and guid-
ance. Dai Zhen’s study of Confucian classics insisted on the road of “from character to word, from word to morality”. In order
to understand the correct meaning of a word, Dai Zhen not only analyzed the structure of character, discovered the meaning
contained in the structure of character, but also used the knowledge of ancient phonology to seek meaning from the sound, and
implement the mutual understanding of sound and meaning; and choosed the good based on comprehensive group books. Dai
Zhen had formed a distinct exegetical thought and characteristic. Through the inheritance and development by Duan Yucai,
Wang Niansun and Wang Yinzhi, the exegetical thought of using collation as the prerequisite for exegesis, seeking meaning
from the sound, and choosing the good based on comprehensive group books had become the biggest feature of the Wan School
of Natural Philosophy. Breaking through geographical restrictions and reaching its peak, the Wan School of Natural Philosophy
eventually became a prominent school of Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Dai Zhen; exegetical thoughts;the Wan School of Natural Philosophy; collation; seeking meaning based on

voice; comprehensive group books
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